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EXHIBITIONS FOR A NEW YEAR
12 GREAT WINTER SHOWS

Head into 2023 with this roundup of some  
of our favourite Canadian exhibitions 

From never-before-seen glimpses into the life of Canadian 
musical legend Leonard Cohen, to West Coast artist Robert 
Davidson’s leading role in the renaissance of Haida art 
and culture, these exhibitions challenge and complicate 
our understandings of Canadian art history. Alongside 

retrospectives which re-examine the legacy of modernist 
painting in Saskatchewan or the political activism of the 

celebrated Joyce Wieland, we have included compelling group 
shows that highlight emerging interdisciplinary artists working with a diverse 
variety of mediums and approaches.  
 
Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

GUUD SAN GLANS ROBERT 
DAVIDSON: A LINE THAT BENDS  

BUT DOES NOT BREAK
at the Vancouver Art Gallery, British Columbia 

On now through to April 16, 2023 

Robert Davidson, The World is as Sharp as the Edge of a Knife, 1993, Vancouver Art Gallery.

Offering an extensive look at the artistic trajectory of Haida artist Robert 
Davidson (b.1946), A Line That Bends But Does Not Break showcases the 

Vancouver Art Gallery’s large collection of graphic works and prints by the artist. 
Although trained in traditional carving and jewelry making, Davidson’s graphic 
work melds the visual language of abstraction with Haida art forms, advancing 

a unique, innovative, and highly celebrated stylistic approach that this show 
celebrates. The quasi-abstract print featured above—a prime example of the 
artist’s work—takes its title from a Haida saying that offers infinite wisdom in 

its ambiguity: “The world is as sharp as the edge of a knife; as you go along you 
have to be careful, or you will fall off one side or the other.” 

Learn more

MARGAUX WILLIAMSON: INTERIORS
at the Esker Foundation, Alberta 

January 21 – April 30, 2023 

Margaux Williamson, Fire, 2021, courtesy of the  
McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, Ontario.

Pittsburgh-born, Toronto-based artist Margaux Williamson’s (b.1976) paintings 
are marked by their textural detail and skewed, conflicting perspectives and 

compositions. The artist, who also works as a filmmaker and writer, often 
focuses on everyday, familiar subject matter such as a bowl of garlic and ginger 

left on the kitchen counter, or an abandoned bonfire blazing under the harsh 
glare of a streetlight. Her ability to create transient, thought-provoking, and 
semi-surreal scenes is demonstrated in the exhibition Margaux Williamson: 

Interiors. Organized and circulated by the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, 
the show runs through the winter at the Esker Foundation in Calgary. Through 

her work, Williamson explores the boundaries and relationships between 
perception, representation, and reality. 

Learn more

MERYL MCMASTER: BLOODLINE
at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Ontario 

February 4 – May 28, 2023 

Meryl McMaster, On the Edge of This Immensity, 2019, courtesy of the artist, Stephen Bulger 
Gallery, and Pierre-François Ouellette art contemporain.

“I’m really interested in exploring questions of our sense of self and how we 
really come to construct that sense of self through land and lineage, history  
and culture,” says Ottawa artist Meryl McMaster (b.1988), when speaking  
about the driving ethos behind her practice. Co-organized by the Remai  

Modern in Saskatoon, Meryl McMaster: Bloodline at the McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection in Kleinburg, Ontario, presents an exciting opportunity to view the 
artist’s sublime, groundbreaking oeuvre. McMaster, who is of Plains Cree/Métis,  

Dutch, and British descent, utilizes the medium of photography to create 
performative, semi-fantastical self-portraits and scenarios that explore her 

complex family heritage and multi-faceted identity. 

Learn more

JOYCE WIELAND:  
A CLUTTER OF LOVE

at the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery, Ontario 
January 21 – May 21, 2023 

Joyce Wieland, Artist on Fire, 1983, Robert McLaughlin Gallery, Oshawa.

This colourful, tongue-in-cheek self-portrait of the artist on fire as she paints 
a nude angel, also plagued by flames within the canvas he appears on, is 

showcased in Joyce Wieland: A Clutter of Love at the Kitchener-Waterloo Art 
Gallery. The exhibition focuses on the political activism and socially informed 

works that characterize the oeuvre and legacy of celebrated Toronto-born 
multimedia artist Joyce Wieland (1930–1998). It also explores her contributions 

to complexifying and questioning common, reductive narratives of Canadian 
national identity. 

Learn more

STAN DOUGLAS: 2011 ≠ 1848
at the Remai Modern, Saskatchewan 

Opening February 3, 2023 

Stan Douglas, Vancouver, 15 June 2011, 2021, courtesy of the artist, Victoria Miro,  
London and Venice, and David Zwirner, New York, London, Paris, and Hong Kong.

Representing Canada at the 2022 Venice Biennale, the world’s most prestigious 
international art exhibition, was the widely acclaimed Vancouver-based artist 

Stan Douglas (b.1960). His probing series 2011 ≠ 1848 recreates pivotal moments 
in recent history, highlighting resonances between the 1848 revolutions in 

Europe and global protests in 2011. This large-scale image—one of five in the 
exhibition—meticulously re-stages the riot that broke out in Vancouver following 
game seven of the Stanley Cup Finals on June 15, 2011. While many dismissed the 
rioters’ motivations as anarchical, Douglas wanted to make palpable the sense of 

exclusion and disenfranchisement that Vancouverites were experiencing. 

Learn more

THE WILLFUL PLOT 
at the Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery, University of British Columbia 

January 13 – April 16, 2023 

Glenn Lewis, Untitled from the Paradise Garden Project, 1983, courtesy of the artist.

In The Willful Plot at the Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery in Vancouver, nine 
artists investigate the concept of the garden as a semi-controlled, liminal form of 

nature. Featuring artists such as Gabi Dao (b.1991), Derek Jarman (1942–1994), 
and Dana Qaddah (b.1996), the exhibition presents a series of diverse, cross-
cultural perspectives and practices that explore human relationships with the  

earth and its flora and fauna. The unique curatorial approach provokes a dialogue  
on these notions by showcasing the recent multimedia work of artists such 

as Istanbul-born, Vancouver-based Derya Akay (b.1988) alongside the serene 
garden photographs of B.C.-born Glenn Lewis (b.1935), taken in the early 1980s. 

Learn more

LEONARD COHEN:  
EVERYBODY KNOWS

at the Art Gallery of Ontario 
On now through to April 10, 2023 

Leonard Cohen, Self-Portrait, 1979, courtesy of the Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto.

At the Art Gallery of Ontario, archival footage, letters and notebooks,  
and rare photographs provide an intimate and illuminating glimpse into the  
life of Montreal-born musician, writer, and Canadian icon Leonard Cohen 

(1934–2016). Everybody Knows is the first exhibition showcasing the holdings  
of the Leonard Cohen Family Trust, which include personal effects such as 

Cohen’s photographic self-portraits, his watercolour notebook, and handwritten 
drafts of his globally celebrated hit song, “Hallelujah.” The comprehensive 
materials are presented alongside two large-scale multimedia installations 
which celebrate and honour Cohen’s musical career, his unique voice, and  

his astute, thought-provoking lyrics. 

Learn more

TEN ARTISTS OF SASKATCHEWAN: 
1955 REVISITED

at the MacKenzie Art Gallery, Saskatchewan 
On now through to April 23, 2023 

Arthur Fortescue McKay, Prairie Landscape, c.1950, MacKenzie Art Gallery, Regina.

In 1955, the MacKenzie Art Gallery in Regina presented Ten Artists of 
Saskatchewan, an unprecedented exhibition which featured the groundbreaking 

work of the province’s modernist painters during a period when academic, 
conventional painting methods still dominated the Canadian art scene.  

Now, nearly seventy years later, Revisited pays homage to Saskatchewan’s 
history as a hotbed of artistic experimentation and practice, where artist groups 
such as the influential Regina Five flourished. The show features the artists who 
appeared in the original exhibition, including figures such as Kenneth Lochhead 

(1926–2006), Arthur McKay (1926–2000), Douglas Morton (1926–2004),  
Reta Cowley Summers (1910–2004), Dorothy (Knowles) Perehudoff (b.1927),  

and Clara Samuels (1914–1988). 

Learn more

HEADLINES: THE ART OF  
THE NEWS CYCLE

at the Winnipeg Art Gallery, Manitoba 
On now through to May 21, 2023 

Ron Terada, TL; DR 2, 2017–18, courtesy of Catriona Jeffries, Vancouver.

If the upheaval of recent events have taught us anything, it’s the importance 
of independent journalism and a robust news media. Inspired by the 150th 

anniversary of the Winnipeg Free Press, Headlines: The Art of the News Cycle 
at the Winnipeg Art Gallery focuses on the text-based work of artists who have 

engaged with the ever-changing landscape of news media and information 
exchange, such as Pierre Ayot (1943–1995), Myriam Dion (b.1989), Stan Douglas 

(b.1960), and Dianna Frid. Also included is the Vancouver-based conceptual 
artist Ron Terada (b.1969), whose TL; DR 2 (internet slang for “Too long; didn’t 

read”) plays upon the oversaturated, manipulative nature of digital news cycles 
by painting headlines from the website the Verge in the ever-recognizable  

font of the New York Times. 

Learn more

PARALL(ELLES): A HISTORY  
OF WOMEN IN DESIGN 
at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, Quebec 

February 18 – June 4, 2023 

Anastasia Radevich, ALBEDO – FLOWER OF LIFE, 2015, Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.

From fashion and furniture to jewelry and metalwork, women have played 
a crucial role in shaping the rich world of design—yet their innovative 

contributions are underrecognized in the history of the discipline. Parall(elles):  
A History of Women in Design brings together nearly 250 artworks and objects by 
Canadian and American creators from the mid-nineteenth century to the present 
day, including this exquisite floral-inspired piece by Montreal-based shoe artist 
Anastasia Radevich (b.1981). In addition to situating the works within their social 
and political contexts, the monumental exhibition reveals the fascinating links 

between art, craft, and design through the practices of such renowned figures as 
American artists Cindy Sherman (b.1954) and Judy Chicago (b.1939). 

Learn more

DEAN DREVER:  
IN BLACK AND WHITE 

at the Art Gallery of Alberta 
January 21 – May 1, 2023 

Dean Drever, Double Mask, 2013, Art Gallery of Alberta, Edmonton.

“What happens when we believe in something with all our hearts at the risk of 
inflicting pain upon others?” asks Haida artist Dean Drever (b.1970). “How do we 
utilize emblematic objects and images to unify participation in cultural practices 

associated with absolute power and zealous conviction?” These thought-
provoking questions are at the heart of the Edmonton-born artist’s exhibition 
at the Art Gallery of Alberta. In Black and White seeks to problematize binary 

modes of thinking and being, presenting pairs of sculptural figures and symbols 
of white male power in inverted tones. Among them are Stormtrooper masks, 
arranged in a yin-and-yang type composition, and two figures in Klu Klux Klan 

robes, facing one another from across the gallery. 

Learn more

CHUN HUA CATHERINE DONG:  
AT THE EDGE OF TWO WORLDS 

at The Rooms, Newfoundland and Labrador 
February 11 – April 16, 2023

Chun Hua Catherine Dong, Mulan, 2022, courtesy of Chun Hua Catherine Dong.

What do Mulan and nudibranchs—a type of hermaphroditic sea slug—have in 
common? They both appear in Chinese-born, Montreal-based artist Chun Hua 

Catherine Dong’s dazzling VR work exploring the multiplicity of gender. Set in an 
underwater realm, the piece is titled after the Chinese legendary folk heroine, 
who disguises herself as a man in order to take her elderly father’s place in the 
army. Mulan, 2022, along with other recent works of video art, photography,  
and augmented reality, are part of the exhibition Chun Hua Catherine Dong:  

At the Edge of Two Worlds, which envisions futures where binaries and borders 
are dissolved and identities are lost, created, and reinvented. 

Learn more 

Our entire collection of newsletters can be found on the ACI website,  
for you to read, share, and enjoy. 
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The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
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If you would like to support our important work,  
please see this page.

Follow us on social media 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us at aci-iac.ca for more content on Canadian art and artists

Canadian Online Art Book Project 

 

Purchase Available Print Books 

 

Canadian Schools Art Education Program 

 

Art Lecture Videos 

Image Credits: [1] Robert Davidson, The World is as Sharp as the Edge of a Knife, 1993, screenprint on paper. 
Collection of the Vancouver Art Gallery, Gift of Mr. Derek Simpkins. [2] Margaux Williamson, Fire, 2021, oil on 
canvas, 177.8 x 213.4 cm. Promised gift of Christine and Andrew W. Dunn, McMichael Canadian Art Collection, 

Kleinburg, Ontario. Courtesy of the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, Ontario. [3] Meryl 
McMaster, On the Edge of This Immensity, 2019, Digital Chromogenic Print, 101.6 x 152.4 cm. Courtesy of the 
artist, Stephen Bulger Gallery, and Pierre-François Ouellette art contemporain. [4] Joyce Wieland, Artist on 

Fire, 1983, oil on canvas, 107.2 x 130 cm. Collection of The Robert McLaughlin Gallery, Oshawa, Purchase, 1984. 
Courtesy of the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery. [5] Stan Douglas, Vancouver, 15 June 2011, 2021, Chromogenic 

print on Dibond. Courtesy of the artist, Victoria Miro, London and Venice, and David Zwirner, New York, 
London, Paris, and Hong Kong. [6] Glenn Lewis, Untitled from the Paradise Garden Project, 1983, photograph. 
Courtesy of the artist. [7] Leonard Cohen, Self-Portrait, 1979, instant print (Polaroid Type 667), overall: 10.8 x 
8.3 cm. © Leonard Cohen Family Trust. Courtesy of the Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto. [8] Arthur Fortescue 

McKay, Prairie Landscape, c.1950, oil on canvas. Collection of the MacKenzie Art Gallery, Regina, gift of 
Elizabeth and Donald MacPherson. [9] Ron Terada, TL; DR 2, 2017–18, acrylic on canvas, 26 paintings, 305 
x 1036 cm. Courtesy of Catriona Jeffries, Vancouver. [10] Anastasia Radevich, ALBEDO – FLOWER OF LIFE, 
2015. Collection of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, purchase, T. R. Meighen Family Fund. Photo: MMFA, 

Christine Guest. [11] Dean Drever, Double Mask, 2013, lacquer on fiberglass, Art Gallery of Alberta Collection, 
gift of Miriam Shiell. [12] Chun Hua Catherine Dong, Mulan, 2022, video with virtual reality, 1:23 min. Courtesy 

of Chun Hua Catherine Dong.

Share this newsletter with friends who love Canada’s art,
or invite them to sign up here for our weekly dispatch.

PAST NEWSLETTERS

Facebook
artcaninstitute/

Instagram
@artcaninstitute

Twitter
@artcaninstitute

ART CANADA INSTITUTE      INSTITUT DE L’ART CANADIEN

https://www.vanartgallery.bc.ca/exhibitions/robert-davidson
https://eskerfoundation.com/exhibition/margaux/
https://mcmichael.com/event/meryl-mcmaster-bloodline/
https://kwag.ca/content/joyce-wieland-clutter-love
https://remaimodern.org/whats-on/exhibitions-all/stan-douglas-2/
https://belkin.ubc.ca/exhibitions/the-willful-plot/
https://ago.ca/exhibitions/leonard-cohen-everybody-knows
https://mackenzie.art/exhibition/ten-artists/
https://www.wag.ca/event/headlines/
https://www.mbam.qc.ca/en/exhibitions/parallelles/
https://www.youraga.ca/exhibitions/dean-drever-black-and-white
https://www.therooms.ca/exhibits/coming-soon/chun-hua-catherine-dong-at-the-edge-of-two-worlds
https://www.aci-iac.ca/donate/our-donors-and-sponsors/
https://www.aci-iac.ca/donate
http://aci-iac.ca
http://aci-iac.ca/art-books
https://art-canada-institute.square.site/
https://www.aci-iac.ca/education
http://aci-iac.ca/watch
https://us7.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=d66cf13dd51e3fd4a51f28a9e&id=a6d16d01f3&e=
https://aci-iac.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d66cf13dd51e3fd4a51f28a9e&id=1cf24778d8
https://www.aci-iac.ca/newsletters
https://www.facebook.com/artcaninstitute
https://www.instagram.com/artcaninstitute/
https://twitter.com/artcaninstitute

