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VISIONARY ILLUMINATIONS  
ART FOR DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

In anticipation of longer days ahead, this week  

ACI is sharing works that are inspired by the  

properties of light in all of its splendour. 

Jessica Eaton, cfaal 1104, 2018

Light is fundamental to art as a visual practice, with atmospheric properties 
that are endlessly creative as both subject matter and medium. In the work 

of Montreal-based photographer Jessica Eaton (b.1977), light becomes a 
mesmerizing tool for testing the limits of the camera, itself a device that, 
in many ways, functions like the human eye. Picturing inlaid squares in a 

number of brightly coloured hues, Eaton’s cfaal series is created through a 
complex process of filtering and masking illumination, and producing multiple 

photographic exposures. From coast to coast, artistic visionaries have explored 
the creative potential of the luminous, from a consideration of its scientific 
complexities to its dazzling visual appeal. As we mark the arrival of Daylight 
Savings, we are letting the light in, and we hope you are as inspired by this 

week’s selection of artists as we are. 
 

Learn more about Jessica Eaton’s work here.  
 

— The Art Canada Institute Education Team

Glistening Optics

Grades 4 to 12 
Science, Physics, and more

Atlantic Canadian artist Mary Pratt (1935–2018) was fascinated by light, which 
she explored in her masterful paintings. Through close observation, Pratt 

produced an impressive body of still lifes that depict the complex interactions 
between light and common objects, such as jars of preserves, tinfoil, fruits, 

and plastic wrap. She worked carefully to observe and represent the action of 
illumination, by studying it in real time and through photography. ACI’s Teacher 

Resource Guide inspired by Pratt invites a consideration of the connection 
between slow looking and understanding the world of science and optics. 

 
Download the Guide here.

 

Northern Glow 

Niap, 29.03.21, 2021

Kuujjuaq-born artist Niap (Nancy Saunders) (b.1986) celebrates a special kind 
of expansive light that is unique to Northern communities in Nunavik, where 

sunlight can stretch as long as eighteen hours during warmer months of the year. 
In this watercolour and ink drawing, the artist visualizes this sense of prolonged 
illumination by reorienting a horizontal landscape onto a vertical piece of paper. 

Ink lines trace the contours of foothills that rest against a sprawling sky, rendered 
with luminous patches of blue and purple hues. Part of a series she produced 

after returning to her hometown during the second year of the COVID-19 
pandemic, this work on paper is both introspective and optimistic as the artist 

states that her intention was “to invoke joy, light, and atmosphere.”  
 

Learn more about Niap’s work here.

Luminous Skies   

Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald, Summer Afternoon, The Prairie, 1921

According to Manitoba painter Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald (1890–1956), “The 
prairie has many aspects—intense light and the feeling of great space are 

dominating characteristics and are the major problems of the prairie artist.” 
With Summer Afternoon, The Prairie, FitzGerald directly tackles these problems, 

producing an expansive landscape aglow with natural light. Influenced by 
the European Impressionist movement, here the artist deftly captures the 

atmospheric effects of a summer day through the use of a low horizon line and 
the application of broken dabs of brilliant colour to the canvas.   

 
Download a Teacher Resource Guide inspired by FitzGerald’s work here.

Light as Medium 

Joi T. Arcand, ᐁᑳᐏᔭᓀᐯᐏᓯ ēkawiya nēwēpisi (Don’t be shy), 2017

In visual art, light has a long history of inviting deep contemplation and 
reflection—and arresting the attention of viewers. For contemporary creator Joi 
T. Arcand (b.1982), a photo-based artist and industrial sculptor from Muskeg Lake 

Cree Nation, light operates as a medium that makes visible the preservation of 
Indigenous languages and cultural knowledges. Part of the artist’s “Wayfinding” 

series, the syllabics in this work are illuminated with a pulsating neon pink, a 
colour that underscores the vitality of the Cree language as a form evoking 

presence and conveying memories and stories.   
 

Learn more about Joi T. Arcand’s work here.

 

Are your students interested in exploring the properties of light in their own 
art projects? We encourage you to submit their work to the Canadian Art 

Inspiration Student Challenge! Submissions are now open for the 2023 edition 
of ACI’s flagship educational initiative, open to students from Grade 7 through 

Grade 12. The deadline to submit student works is April 7, 2023.   
 

Learn more about the student challenge here. 
 

For project ideas, consult the 2023 Student Creativity Booklet. 
 

 
 
 
 

As a bilingual organization, we are proud to offer our materials in  
both French and English, including this newsletter. Use the sign-up links  

below to receive emails in your preferred language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

If you enjoyed this newsletter, please share it.

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
About the 

Art Canada Institute

Launched in 2013, the Art Canada Institute is the only national institution whose 
mandate is to promote the study of an inclusive, multivocal Canadian art history 
to as broad an audience as possible, in both English and French, within Canada 
and internationally. The ACI works with more than fifty of Canada’s leading art 

historians, curators, and visual culture experts who are dedicated to the creation 
of authoritative original content on the people, themes, and topics that have 

defined Canadian art history. 

We are creating a central digital resource to tell the world about Canada’s most 
important works of art and where they are located. By functioning as an online 
art museum, a digital library, and an interactive Canadian art encyclopedia, the 

ACI is an indispensable resource on Canada’s visual heritage.

Visit us at aci-iac.ca

Thank You to  
Our Benefactors

We gratefully acknowledge the Founding Sponsors of  
The Canadian Schools Art Education Program:  

The Hal Jackman Foundation, The McLean Foundation,  
and Power Corporation of Canada.

The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
government financing or public support. Our work is made possible  

by an important circle of friends, patrons, and benefactors. 

If you would like to support our  
important work, please see this page. 

Follow us on social media 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Credits: [1] Jessica Eaton, cfaal 1104, 2018, pigment print, 152.5 x 122 cm. © Jessica Eaton. Courtesy of 
Jessica Eaton and Bradley Ertaskiran Montreal. [2] Niap, 29.03.21, 2021, watercolour and ink on paper, 76.2 x 
45.7 cm. © Niap. Courtesy of Niap and Feheley Fine Arts, Toronto. [3] Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald, Summer 
Afternoon, The Prairie, 1921, oil on canvas, 107.2 x 89.5 cm. Collection of the Winnipeg Art Gallery (L-90). 

© With the permission of Patricia and Earl Green, co-holders of the FitzGerald copyright. Photo credit: Ernest 
Mayer. [4] Joi T. Arcand, ᐁᑳᐏᔭᓀᐯᐏᓯ ēkawiya nēwēpisi (Don’t be shy), 2017, neon channel sign, 120 x 182 x 

25 cm. Collection of Seneca College. Photo credit: SBC Gallery, Montreal; Paul Litherland.
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