
Celebrating the Next Generation of Art in Canada
The Canadian Art Inspiration Student Challenge is a celebration of art 
from across the country, with Canada’s future artists at its heart. 

How It Works
We invite young artists in Grades 7 through 12 to submit original artworks 
and accompanying artist statements inspired by leaders in Canadian 
art history and major Canadian artworks. Applicants are encouraged to 
interpret this theme as broadly as they wish, and to create works in any 
media. Learn more by visiting our student challenge webpage. 

Meet the Judges
This year’s winning works will be selected by three of the  
country’s leading artists.

Prizes and Online Exhibition 
Cash prizes of $500 for first place winners and $250 for honorable 
mentions will be awarded in both the Grades 7–9 and Grades 10–12  
age categories.

In June 2024, all finalists will have their artwork showcased in an  
online exhibition hosted on ACI’s website.

Important Dates
Fall term submissions will be accepted online from September 20– 
December 15, 2023; and winter term submissions will be accepted  
online from January 15–March 29, 2024. 

Winners will be announced and prizes awarded in June 2024.

For More Information 
Please visit www.aci-iac.ca/education/
art-challenge, or contact Emma Doubt, 
Director of Programming and Education 
at edoubt@aci-iac.ca.

Resources for Teachers
· 10 New Art Activities
· 38 Online Exhibitions
· 42 Teacher Resource Guides
· Visit www.aci-iac.ca/education  

to start exploring ACI’s art 
education resources for teachers.

Get to Know  
the Artist:
Meryl McMaster
B.1988 

Place of birth:
Ottawa, Ontario 

Best known for:
Contemporary photog-
raphy and performance 
using clothing and props 
to explore heritage, 
colonial histories, and 
connections to land. 

Contemporary artist Meryl McMaster brings together her 
remarkable skill in creating photographic images with an 
exploration of the complex relationships between cultural 
heritage, place, and lived experience. In Bring Me to This 
Place, the artist’s sartorial choices connect her sense of self to 
her environment. Part of the beauty of McMaster’s work is her 
deliberate use of dress and objects that invoke her Nêhiyaw 
(Plains Cree), British, and Dutch ancestry and its relationship 
to spaces and landscapes that resonate with her. With this 
striking image as an inspiring force, we invite students to 
connect with their own ancestry and cultural heritage  
through the creation of original photographic works.

Read more about Meryl McMaster in an online art book

Read a Spotlight feature about Meryl McMaster’s work

How Do You Connect  
With Your Culture?

IMAGE:  Meryl McMaster, Bring Me to This Place, 2017, giclée print, 152.4 x 101.6 cm. 
Courtesy of the artist and Stephen Bulger Gallery, Toronto, and Pierre-François 
Ouellette art contemporain, Montreal. © Meryl McMaster. 

Meryl McMaster: 
Connecting with My Heritage
as inspired by Meryl McMaster’s Bring Me to This Place
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Get to Know  
the Artist:
Alex Colville
1920–2013 

Place of birth:
Toronto, Ontario  
(but lived predominantly 
in the Maritimes) 

Best known for:
An unusual use of 
perspective, a mastery  
of realism, and exploring 
the interior worlds of  
his subjects. 

Everyday moments take startling turns in many of Nova Scotia 
artist Alex Colville’s most admired works on canvas. This is 
true of Cyclist and Crow, a painting that exemplifies Colville’s 
attention to detail, reverence for the everyday—and remark-
able ability to create tension in a visual work. Celebrated for 
his masterful visual storytelling, as Colville’s style matured, a 
cinematic (movie-like) quality became one of the characteris-
tics of his paintings. As he expressed it, “In a sense the things 
I show are moments in which everything seems perfect and 
something is revealed.” Using this phrase as a prompt, we 
invite student works that explore a moment of dramatic ten-
sion—either fictional or real.

Download a Teacher Resource Guide on Alex Colville

Read more about Alex Colville in an online art book

How Can Art Create  
Dramatic Tension?

IMAGE:  Alex Colville, Cyclist and Crow, 1981, acrylic on hardboard, 70.6 x 100 cm. Collection 
of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, gift of Lavalin Inc. © A.C. Fine Art Inc.

Alex Colville: 
Cinematic Moments
as inspired by Alex Colville’s Cyclist and Crow
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