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IN THE KNOW: OCTOBER
10 STORIES ON ART IN CANADA 

Our monthly roundup of news from across the country.  

As the month wraps up, a wide audience of contemporary 
art professionals, collectors, patrons, and other art 
appreciators are now convening at Art Toronto, Canada’s 
most prominent art fair, and we are delighted to invite 
everyone to visit ACI’s booth for our presentation of a 

new special project by Kent Monkman. Other news in our 
monthly roundup highlights notable exhibitions featuring 

both renowned and up-and-coming Canadian artists; new 
developments in women-led governance at three major art institutions in  
the Atlantic region; and significant awards, prizes, and degrees recently 
presented to artists, authors, and galleries. We also shine a light on a city 
transformed and uplifted by street art and share art books that you should  
add to your libraries.      
 
Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

ART CANADA INSTITUTE  
PRESENTS KENT MONKMAN  

AT ART TORONTO  

From October 26 to 29, we are proud to present new and recent works by Cree 
artist Kent Monkman (b.1965) at Art Toronto 2023. His project is titled 

iskonikan, the Cree word for “Indian reserve” that translates literally to “leftover 
land.” ACI’s booth, #B34, includes a new installation of a trading post in 

miniature—the “World’s Smallest Reserve” (top)—which references how, in 
Monkman’s words, “many of us have been forcibly moved to remote areas that 
European settlers viewed as the leftovers.” Visitors to the booth are invited to 
peer through the roof of the miniature structure and find a white-cube gallery 

hung with portraits of Cree legendary beings known as the mêmêkwêsiwak 
(the little people) (above right), who also made an appearance in Monkman’s 
2023 Royal Ontario Museum exhibition, Being Legendary. Visitors can take 

home a free, unlimited risograph poster or purchase a limited-edition 
silkscreen print (above left), with 50 percent of the proceeds being donated to 
the non-profit organization nehiyawak Language Experience, which promotes 

engagement with Cree language and nehiyaw (Cree) identity. 
 
 

RIOPELLE CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATIONS   

In celebration of the centenary of the legendary Quebec artist Jean Paul 
Riopelle (above right), who was born on October 7, 1923, earlier this month  
the Royal Canadian Mint announced that it has issued a new $2 coin (above 
left) in recognition of his status as one of the world’s most influential artists  
of the mid-twentieth century. Opening on October 27, the National Gallery  

of Canada’s retrospective Riopelle: Crossroads in Time brings together  
iconic works by Riopelle and rarely exhibited pieces. The exhibition also 

illustrates his lasting influence on his contemporaries and later generations of 
artists, including Marc Séguin (b.1970), Vera Frenkel (b.1938), and  

Manuel Mathieu (b.1986). 

ART BOOK NEWS     

Canada’s leading visual arts philanthropist Michael Audain shares the story 
behind 75 significant works that transformed his collection and his relationship 

with art in his newly released Pictures on the Wall: Building a Canadian 
Art Collection (above left).  

 
A new biography, Mary Pratt: A Love Affair with Vision (above centre), by 

Sackville-based art historian Anne Koval, takes an in-depth look at the iconic 
painter’s rise to fame and her ability to transform ordinary still-life scenes into 

paintings loaded with pathos and symbolism.  
 

Congratulations to Art Gallery of Ontario curators Wanda Nanibush and 
Georgiana Uhlyarik, who won the 2023 Toronto Book Award for Moving the 

Museum (above right). The jury remarked of the volume that it “kicks the colonial 
gaze to the curb, insisting instead that museums and galleries radically shift what 

they’ve been doing.” 
 

“THREE NEW DIRECTORS,  
THREE NEW VISIONS,  

AT NOVA SCOTIA GALLERIES”  

On October 13, the Atlantic arts and culture publication Billie shared exclusive 
interviews with three recently appointed women directors helming public 

galleries in Halifax: Sarah Moore Fillmore, CEO of the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia 
(AGNS) (left); Pamela Edmonds, director of Dalhousie Art Gallery (centre); and 
Melanie Colosimo, director of MSVU Art Gallery (right). Moore Fillmore, who 
became CEO of the AGNS in July, sees the gallery’s purpose as   “stimulating 
‘conversations’ of reconciliation through its Indigenous exhibits, [and] giving 

voice to diverse communities and emerging artists.” At the MSVU Art Gallery, 
Colosimo is looking forward to having “more time to explore collaboration with 

other galleries and amplify the work and the artists here.” The only Black art 
gallery director in Atlantic Canada, Edmonds plans to “increase exhibits by 

women artists, Indigenous artists and artists of colour and broaden the gallery’s 
in-person and digital reach.”    

SOBEY ART AWARD EXHIBITION 
OPENS AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY 

OF CANADA    
 
 

Experience the work of Canada’s most notable contemporary artists at the  
2023 Sobey Art Award exhibition at the National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa. 
The annual exhibition, which opened on October 13, presents pieces by the five 

finalists of our country’s most prestigious prize, all hailing from different regions: 
Michèle Pearson Clarke (Ontario), Séamus Gallagher (Atlantic), Kablusiak 

(Prairies and the North), Gabrielle L’Hirondelle Hill (West Coast and Yukon), and 
Anahita Norouzi (Quebec). Founded in 2002, the Sobey Art Award provides 

$100,000 to the overall winner, $25,000 to each of the shortlisted artists, and 
$10,000 to the remaining long-listed artists—a total of $400,000 in prize money. 
Past winners have included Brian Jungen, Annie Pootoogook, Nadia Myre, Ursula 
Johnson, Kapwani Kiwanga, Stephanie Comilang, Laakkuluk Williamson Bathory, 

and last year’s winner, Divya Mehra. The 2023 winner will be announced next 
month on November 18.  

ON THE INTERNATIONAL STAGE: 
JORIAN CHARLTON AT THE 

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY 
PHOTOGRAPHY IN CHICAGO    

 

Works by Toronto-based photographer Jorian Charlton (b.1989) (above left)  
are on view until December 22 at Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary 

Photography in LOVE: Still Not the Lesser. The group exhibition features  
twelve international artists that explore their encounters and experiences with 

love. For this, her second museum show in the U.S. Midwest, Charlton is 
exhibiting four photographs that reflect her focus on representing her generation 

of peers within the Caribbean diaspora and on delving into the depths of  
human connections. With Untitled (Cynn and Melisse II), 2020 (above right),  

she presents us with a visually arresting image of Black and queer young love, 
capturing a romantic moment of shared intimacy and closeness between  

her subjects. 
 
  

AWARDS & GRANTS:  
ANCESTOR DREAMIN’ AT THE 

MACKENZIE ART GALLERY   

At the end of September, the MacKenzie Art Gallery in Regina was named the 
recipient of the 2023 York Wilson Endowment Award from the Canada Council 
for the Arts, allowing it to purchase the collaborative work Ancestor Dreamin’, 
2022 (left), by artists Catherine Blackburn (b.1984) and Emily Jan (b.1977). With 
this piece, Blackburn, who is of Dene and European ancestry and a member of 

the English River First Nation, and Jan, based in Edmonton, explore their  
cultures and family histories, particularly memories of their grandmothers. 

Comprised in part of caribou hide, beadwork, and crystal pendants, the 
MacKenzie Art Gallery’s acquisition of Ancestor Dreamin’ reinforces its 

commitment to highlighting the work of Indigenous artists at critical points  
in their development.    

PRIZE WINNERS DANA CLAXTON 
AND LEILA ZELLI   

Top left: Dana Claxton, photograph by Andrew Querner. Top right: Dana Claxton, Lasso, 2018, 
Vancouver Art Gallery. Bottom left: Leila Zelli, photograph by Marc-Antoine Blais / MNBAQ. 

Bottom right: Leila Zelli (with Guillaume Pascale), still from the video Substitute (La Remplaçante), 
2019, courtesy of Leila Zelli.    

 

The 2023 Audain Prize for the Visual Arts was awarded to Vancouver-based 
Hunkpapa Lakota (Sioux) artist Dana Claxton (b.1959) in honour of her 

distinguished career. A member of Wood Mountain Lakota First Nations, Claxton 
(top left) is renowned for her multidisciplinary practice that explores Indigenous 

history and the harmful legacy of colonialism; gender and the body; and the 
beauty and spirituality of First Nations identity. 

 
On October 11, Leila Zelli was announced as the winner of the 2023 Prix Lynne-
Cohen. Awarded by the Lynne Cohen Estate in collaboration with the Musée 

national des beaux-arts du Québec and its Foundation, the prize supports 
emerging Quebec visual artists with practices centring around photography. Zelli 

(bottom left), an Iranian Canadian based in Montreal, combines internet-culled 
images, videos, and text to create digital installations that investigate notions of 
“others” and “elsewhere,” particularly within the geopolitical space referred to  

as the “Middle East.”

FREE FOR ALL WALLS MURAL 
FESTIVAL IN WINDSOR  

Mural created by Whatisadam during the Free For All Walls mural festival, Windsor, 2023, 
courtesy of Whatisadam. 

 

From October 3 to 10, the city of Windsor was transformed into an immersive 
artwork during the Free For All Walls mural festival. Sixty-six artists, hailing 
mostly from Canada and the United States, were invited to “Paint the Town 
Rad,” creating 53 new public wall murals in high-traffic areas. This comic-

book landscape (above), depicting a cowboy who is leading a horse wearing a 
giant maple-syrup can, was created by Whatisadam, a Montreal artist known 
for blending elements of Pop art, Canadiana, and urban culture. Free For All 
Walls was started in 2012 by artist Daniel Bombardier, who goes by Denial. It 
brings local and world-famous creators to Windsor to revitalize and beautify 

“underutilized areas of the city that have been subject to vandalism, neglect or 
disrepair” with artworks that serve as “a positive gesture to the city, bringing 

lasting character, energy and beauty.”   

JAMELIE HASSAN RECEIVES 
HONORARY DEGREE    

During Western University’s autumn convocation from October 18 to 20, the 
distinguished London, Ontario-based artist, activist, and curator Jamelie Hassan 

(b.1948)—who recently guest-edited our newsletter in honour of Muharram—
received an honorary degree in recognition of her longstanding contributions 

to Canadian art. Since the 1970s, Hassan, who is of Arab Canadian descent, has 
explored issues in her art (above right) surrounding human rights, social activism, 
and cultural displacement. Making the occasion particularly special was the fact 
that the artist’s brother, Hanny Hassan, was also honoured for his philanthropic 

work and role as a university leader. 

Read our newsletter in honour of Muharram 

THANK YOU TO OUR BENEFACTORS
 

The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
government financing or public support. Our work is made possible  

by an important circle of friends, patrons, and benefactors.  
 

If you would like to support our important work,  
please see this page.

Follow us on social media 
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Share this newsletter with friends who love Canada’s art,
or invite them to sign up here for our weekly dispatch.
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