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TAKING THE PRIZE  
2025 CANADIAN ART 

AWARD WINNERS
A look at who won this year’s most prestigious Canadian art prizes.       

 
 

Across Canada’s vast geography, recognition has the power to 
connect. For artists, awards and prizes are not only moments of 
validation but also gestures of solidarity—acknowledgements 
from peers, institutions, and audiences that their work matters. 
In our annual newsletter, we celebrate the creators who 
have won this year’s top art prizes and spotlight their work 

transforming cultural conversations in Canadian art. Take note  
of their creative achievements and watch what they do next. 

 
Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

SCOTIABANK  
PHOTOGRAPHY AWARD           

Dawit L. Petros 

On May 28, 2025, the winner of the fifteenth annual Scotiabank Photography 
Award was announced as Eritrea-born, Saskatoon-raised artist, researcher, and 
educator Dawit L. Petros (b.1972). Over the past decade, Petros has focused on 
critically unpacking the relationship between colonialism and modernity, as is 

evident in striking photographs like Untitled (Epilogue IV), Nefasit, Eritrea, 2019. 
Scotiabank recognized how “his compelling artistic vision thoughtfully layers 
historical narratives with contemporary experiences in ways that disrupt and 

redefine how we perceive our world and its histories.” This award honours  
mid- to late-career artists and includes a cash prize, a solo exhibition,  

and a publication. 

Learn more about the Scotiabank Photography Award   

Learn more about Dawit L. Petros  

THE HNATYSHYN FOUNDATION 
SAUNDERSON PRIZES FOR 

EMERGING VISUAL ARTISTS          
Mallory Lowe Mpoka, Holly Chang, and Luther Konadu    

This year’s recipients of the Hnatyshyn Foundation’s Saunderson Prizes—awards 
that recognize excellence in emerging visual art talent from across the country—

include Montreal-based Mallory Lowe Mpoka, Toronto-based Holly Chang, 
and Winnipeg-based Luther Konadu (above left). For Konadu, works like Figure 
as Index, 2019 (above right), invite reflection on photography’s role in shaping 

public perception, particularly in relationship to what curator Noor Bhangu 
describes as the “historic record in relation to the black body.”

Learn more about about the Hnatyshyn Foundation’s  
Saunderson Prizes for Emerging Visual Artists 

Learn more about Luther Konadu     

TORONTO FRIENDS OF THE VISUAL 
ARTS ARTIST PRIZE          

Emmanuel Osahor     

The TFVA’s Artist Prize recognizes a “late-emerging to early mid-career artist, 
whose primary practice is in the greater Toronto area, and who demonstrates 

exceptional talent.” On February 13, this year’s winner was announced as 
Nigerian-born, Alberta-raised, and Toronto-based artist and educator Emmanuel 

Osahor, who is best known as a painter. (Osahor received the prestigious 
Joseph Plaskett Award in painting in 2021.) The artist depicts lush gardens, 
his brushstrokes creating spaces of beauty, care, and sustenance as in his 

magisterial Sylvia’s Garden, 2021. Soon after winning the Artist Prize, Osahor 
opened To dream of other places, a new solo show at Toronto’s Power Plant 

Contemporary Art Gallery. 

Learn more about the Toronto Friends of the Visual Arts Award    

Learn more about Emmanuel Osahor 

TANABE PRIZE         
Moozhan Ahmadzadegan and Dr. Michelle Jack     

The Tanabe Prize is administered by the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria and 
recognizes accomplished British Columbia artists whose primary medium 

is painting. The ninth annual awards went to Kelowna-based Moozhan 
Ahmadzadegan as this year’s emerging artist and Penticton-based Syilx painter 

Dr. Michelle Jack (b.1974) as mid-career artist. Ahmadzadegan’s work, which also 
includes textiles, screen-printing, and installation, explores themes of “queer 

identity, Iranian diaspora, and cultural in-betweenness.” Jack—who, as a scholar, 
has studied the impact of the Canada-U.S. border on the Syilx people—creates 

works that reflect on “land memories” and Okanagan Indigenous culture. 

Learn more about the Tanabe Prize for BC Painters 

Learn more about Moozhan Ahmadzadegan

Learn more about Dr. Michelle Jack    

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S AWARDS 
IN VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS FOR 

ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT         
Thaddeus Hołownia, Bruce LaBruce, Kent Monkman,  

Clive Robertson, Sandra Rodriguez, Jin-me Yoon      

The Governor General’s Awards in Visual and Media Arts are the most prestigious 
national prizes recognizing the outstanding contributions of artists over their full 
careers. This year’s six artistic achievement winners are New Brunswick–based 

photographer Thaddeus Hołownia (b.1949), Toronto-based queer filmmaker 
Bruce LaBruce (b.1964), Toronto-based Cree painter Kent Monkman (b.1965), 

Kingston-based interdisciplinary artist Clive Robertson (b.1946), Montreal-based 
multidisciplinary artist Sandra Rodriguez, and Vancouver-based photo and 

media artist Jin-me Yoon (b.1960), pictured above with her work Untunnelling 
Vision, 2020. These artists are joined by two other laureates, both hailing from 

British Columbia: furniture designer Peter Pierobon (b.1957), winner of the Saidye 
Bronfman Award, and curator Daina Augaitis (b.1953), winner of the  

Outstanding Contribution Award. 

Learn more about the Governor General’s Awards in Visual and Media Arts 

Read more in ACI’s  
Jin-me Yoon: Life & Work by Ming Tiampo

 

AUDAIN PRIZE FOR VISUAL ARTS         
Brian Jungen     

A member of the Doig River band of the Dane-zaa Nation, Brian Jungen (b.1970) 
is one of Canada’s most celebrated artists, and on September 26, 2025, he 
received the prestigious Audain Prize for Visual Arts, valued at $100,000. In 

dazzling works such as Cetology, 2002, made entirely of plastic chairs, Jungen 
imaginatively transforms everyday materials to resemble Indigenous masks, 

drums, and animals. His work inspires us to look at the world anew and to find 
deeper histories and traditions within often-ephemeral consumer products. The 
Audain Prize was founded by arts patron Michael Audain in 2004 to recognize 

“the global accomplishments of British Columbia’s artists.” 

Learn more about the Audain Prize for the Visual Arts 

Learn more about Brian Jungen   

POLYGON AWARD IN  
FIRST NATIONS ART        

Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun Lets’lo:tseltun    

Of Cowichan (Hul’q’umi’num Coast Salish) and Okanagan (Syilx) descent, 
Vancouver-based Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun Lets’lo:tseltun (b.1957) is one of 
Canada’s most provocative and boundary-pushing artists. On August 12, 2025, 
he received the Polygon Award in First Nations Art from the BC Achievement 
Foundation. As the foundation notes, the artist combines “traditional Coast 
Salish aesthetics with surrealist and pop art influences to powerful effect.” 
Boldly coloured, politically incisive paintings like Northwest Coast Climate 

Change, 2019, have raised the stakes of Canadian, Indigenous, and international 
art. Yuxweluptun’s work was featured in Unceded Territories, a major exhibition 

at Vancouver’s Museum of Anthropology in 2016.  

Learn more about the Polygon Award in First Nations Art 

Learn more about Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun Lets’lo:tseltun    

JOSEPH PLASKETT AWARD         
Claire Drummond     

Montreal-based artist Claire Drummond (b.1993), a recent graduate of the 
master of fine arts program at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design 

University in Halifax, is the 2025 recipient of the renowned Joseph Plaskett 
Award in painting. Portrait of Ksenia Kil and Agna, 2025, exemplifies 

Drummond’s interest in the aesthetic and political importance of maternity and 
domesticity, and her exploration of vulnerability and interdependence through 
paint. As the Plaskett Foundation notes, “Her incomplete and repeated figures 
reflect the fragmented and interrupted conditions of art-making demanded of 
parental caregivers.” The artist plans to use the prize money to travel to study 

the evolution of maternal figures in the history of art.   

Learn more about the Joseph Plaskett Award 

Learn more about Claire Drummond     

YUKON PRIZE FOR VISUAL ARTS          
Aubyn O’Grady     

This year’s winner of the Yukon Prize for Visual Arts is Dawson City–based 
Aubyn O’Grady. An artist, educator, and community organizer, O’Grady focuses 
her work around “artist-led schools, the ethics of site-specific and land-based 

artworks, and artist engagements with rural places.” Much of her practice 
involves performance, community engagement, and collaboration, including  
her popular performance art project Dawson City League of Lady Wrestlers,  

2013–17, which has spawned spin-offs in other cities. O’Grady is also currently 
the program director of the Yukon School of Visual Arts in Dawson City.    

Learn more about the Yukon Prize for Visual Arts 

Learn more about Aubyn O’Grady     

SALT SPRING NATIONAL ART PRIZE           
Anna Gustafson      

This year’s winner of the $20,000 Joan McConnell Award of B.C.’s Salt Spring 

National Art Prize (SSNAP) is Swedish-born, Salt Spring Island–based artist 
Anna Gustafson for her work What George Said…, 2025. Chosen from fifty-two 
finalists drawn from an open call to artists across Canada, Gustafson’s striking 

fibre piece was inspired by a cross-stitch sampler created from fabric scraps by 
her Italian Guatemalan mother. Interested in the connection between knowledge 
and the senses, Gustafson connects the black-and-white binary structure of her 

textile to George Orwell’s novel 1984 and its warning of how fascism subverts 
meaning by, for example, casting lies as truth. SSNAP recognizes “artists  
whose practice demonstrates originality, quality, integrity, and creativity.”  

Learn more about the Salt Spring National Art Prize 

Learn more about Anna Gustafson  

SOBEY ART AWARD            
Tania Willard       

This year’s Sobey Art Award went to Neskonlith, B.C.–based Secwépemc and 
settler artist Tania Willard (b.1977), representing the Pacific region. The Sobey 

award “recognizes Canadian artists who are at a critical juncture in their careers” 
and whose work speaks to the current moment. Willard was honoured for 

her multidisciplinary practice rooted in Secwépemc traditions, including her 
innovative collaborative BUSH Gallery. The jurors write, “In the face of precarity, 
scarcity and conflict, her work offers a model of sustainability, abundance and 

connection.” In January, Willard will take on the role of director/curator at 
the Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery at the University of British Columbia, 

Vancouver, a rare example of an artist leading a major gallery.   

Learn more about the Sobey Art Award 

Learn more about Tania Willard   

THE KINGSTON PRIZE             
Louise Kermode        

Waterloo-based painter Louise Kermode is this year’s recipient of the $25,000 
Kingston Prize, Canada’s top award for contemporary portraiture. Her winning 

work, Madonna in a Tulip Chair, features Donna Meaney, who, in the 1970s, 
was a model for the acclaimed Newfoundland painters Mary Pratt (1935–2018) 

and Christopher Pratt (1935-2022). About the painting and Donna, Kermode 
remarkes, “To me, Donna occupies a dual position: at once a mythic figure within 
Canadian art history, and at the same time an ordinary woman whose presence 

resists idealization.” The result is a portrait that honours the past while  
asserting a distinctly contemporary voice.     

Learn more about the Kingston Prize

Learn more in ACI’s  
Mary Pratt: Life & Work by Ray Cronin      

THANK YOU TO OUR BENEFACTORS 
 

The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
government financing or public support. Our work is made possible  

by an important circle of friends, patrons, and benefactors.  
 

If you would like to support our important work,  
please see this page. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Credits: [1] Dawit L. Petros, n.d. Courtesy of the artist. [2] Dawit L. Petros, Untitled (Epilogue IV), Nefasit, 
Eritrea, 2019, archival colour pigment print, 76.2 x 95.3 cm. Courtesy of the artist and Tiwani Contemporary, 

London, U.K. [3] Luther Konadu, n.d. Courtesy of the artist. [4] Luther Konadu. Figure as Index, 2019. 
Archival print. Courtesy of the artist. [5] Emmanuel Osahor in his studio, n.d. Photograph by Richelle Forsey. 
[6] Emmanuel Osahor, Sylvia’s Garden (installation view), 2021, oil and acrylic on canvas, 228.6 x 365.8 cm. 

Courtesy of the artist. [7] Moozhan Ahmadzadegan, n.d., photographer unknown. Courtesy of the University 
of British Columbia, Okanagan Campus, Kelowna. [8] Moozhan Ahmadzadegan, one thing is certain and the 
rest is lies, 2023, acrylic and gouache paint and UV screenprint mounted on pine plywood, 213.4 x 121.9 cm. 

Courtesy of the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria. [9] Dr. Michelle Jack, n.d. Courtesy of High Desert Museum, 
Bend, Oregon. [10] Dr. Michelle Jack, Sacred Bird Spirit, 2022, mixed media on paper, 165 x 165 cm. Courtesy 

of the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria. [11] Jin-me Yoon, n.d. Photograph by Jae Woo Kang. Courtesy of Jin-me 
Yoon. [12] Jin-me Yoon, Untunnelling Vision (video still), 2020, 4k and 360° single-channel video, 21:26. Courtesy 

of the artist. [13] Brian Jungen, n.d. [14] Brian Jungen, Cetology (installation view), 2002, plastic chairs, 404 x 
422 x 1,491 cm. Art Gallery of Alberta, Edmonton, 2011. [15] Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun Lets’lo:tseltun, 2021. 

Photograph by Byron Dauncey. Courtesy of Macauley + Co., Vancouver. [16] Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun 
Lets’lo:tseltun, Northwest Coast Climate Change, 2019, acrylic on canvas, 193 x 243.8 cm. Courtesy of Macauley 
+ Co., Vancouver. [17] Claire Drummond in her studio, n.d. Photograph by Natalie Goulet. [18] Claire Drummond, 
Portrait of Ksenia Kil and Agna, 2025, oil on canvas, 121.9 x 152.4 cm. Courtesy of the artist. [19] Aubyn O’Grady, 
n.d. Photograph by Joel Clifton. [20] Aubyn O’Grady, Dawson City League of Lady Wrestlers, 2013–17. Courtesy 
of the artist. [21] Anna Gustafson, n.d. Photograph by Sophia Burke. Courtesy of the Salt Spring Arts Council, 

Salt Spring Island, British Columbia. [22] Anna Gustafson, What George Said…, 2025, cotton yarn on wool 
felt, 80 x 54 x 10 cm. Courtesy of the Salt Spring Arts Council, Salt Spring Island, British Columbia. [23] Tania 

Willard, 2025. Photograph by Billie Jean Gabriel Photography. [24] Tania Willard, Surrounded/Surrounding with 
Woodpile Score (installation view), 2018, wood-burning fire ring, laser-etched leather, wood, and vinyl transfer, 

dimensions variable. Installation view, Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery, University of British Columbia. 
Courtesy of the artist. Photo credit: Rachel Topham. © Tania Willard. [25] Louise Kermode, 2025, photograph 
by Michael Reyes Cooper. Courtesy of The Kingston Prize. [26] Louise Kermode, Madonna in a Tulip Chair, 

2025, oil on aluminum composite panel, 116 x 76 cm. Courtesy of The Kingston Prize.
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