
 
 

This past spring, one of our most-read newsletters tackled a 
timely topic—the impact of tariffs on cultural exchange—
through the defiant, distinctly Canadian practice of London, 
Ontario-based artist Greg Curnoe (1936–1992). The issue drew 
an overwhelming response from readers like you, reminding us 

how powerfully artists can illuminate the forces shaping  
our lives today.   

  	 Moments like this defined 2025, a year in which we elevated 
artists’ voices from coast to coast to coast and highlighted the many ways their 
work continues to transform Canada’s cultural landscape. Through our short-
form, thematic Friday weekly newsletters and engaging social media posts, the 
Art Canada Institute explored topics, questions, and issues that resonated with 
audiences across the country and beyond. From historic figures to emerging 
creators, these stories connected Canadian art and history with pressing 
contemporary concerns. They demonstrated how art has the power to spark 
dialogue, foster understanding, inspire joy and imagination, and reflect the  
world around us. As we look back on 2025, this year-end roundup celebrates  
some of the most memorable and influential moments of creativity, storytelling,  
and innovation both for ACI and Canadian art.  
 
Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

ACI ON THE MOON            

This year, ACI shot for the stars and landed on the moon. ACI’s Norval 
Morrisseau: Life & Work by Carmen Robertson was selected for the 

#LunarCodex project, joining the works of thousands of creators from 262 
countries and 149 Indigenous nations in an otherworldly time capsule. The 

capsule completed its journey in early March, landing on the moon’s southern 
polar ice cap, preserving 250,000 cultural artifacts and artworks on an encoded 

gold nanofiche disc. This extraordinary initiative honours the cosmic vision of 
Norval Morrisseau (1931–2007) and extends ACI’s mission to share Canadian art 

and artists with audiences everywhere across time… and space.     

Learn more about Norval Morrisseau and ACI on the moon   

WE WILL NEVER  
BE THE 51ST STATE            

For decades, Canadian artists have examined this country’s complex  
relationship with its neighbour to the south. In 2025, in the wake of shifting 

political tensions, commentary on geography, national identity, and sovereignty 
has become strikingly relevant. On February 21, ACI engaged with the current 
political discourse in a timely newsletter on Canadian–American relations as 

envisioned by Greg Curnoe (1936–1992), including his vibrant tongue-in-cheek 
map America, July 1989 (above left). And on July 4, ACI marked the United 

States’ Independence Day with a newsletter in which the bold Message from 
Canada, 2025 (above right), by Gary Taxali (b.1968) appears among a selection of 

historical and contemporary works that demonstrate how Canadian artists use 
wit, colour, and conviction to respond to U.S. politics and rhetoric.       

Read more in ACI’s  
We Will Never Be the 51st State: Canadian Artists Critique the U.S.A. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S AWARD IN 
VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS                

In March, ACI celebrated the storied careers of two artists whose work has 
helped shape Canadian contemporary art. Kent Monkman (b.1965) and Jin-me 
Yoon (b.1960), both featured in ACI’s Life & Work series, were the recipients of 

the 2025 Governor General’s Award, one of the country’s highest distinctions in 
visual culture. Known for challenging perceptions of identity, history, culture, 

and belonging, Monkman and Yoon have inspired younger generations to do the 
same. ACI is proud to have honoured their enduring influence in Kent Monkman: 

Life & Work by Shirley Madill (above left), and Jin-me Yoon: Life & Work by  
Ming Tiampo (above right).     

Learn more about Kent Monkman and Jin-me Yoon’s achievement 

PUPPIES AND POOCHES           

In March, ACI celebrated National Puppy Day with a newsletter that explored 
canine companionship, which delighted dog lovers and art lovers alike. A series 
of historical and contemporary works highlights how artists capture not only the 
role of dogs in daily life but also the enduring emotional bond that humans and 
dogs share. From playful pooch portraits to representations of dogs in domestic 

life—as pets, guardians, hunters, or workers—these lovable and loyal four-
legged friends have a cherished place in our homes and in Canadian art history. 

It is no surprise that this newsletter resonated with audiences because, after  
all, dogs are man’s best friend.  

Read more in ACI’s  
Who Let the Dogs Out? Canines in Canadian Art      

THE ART OF ELECTION           

With the Canadian federal election at the forefront of national conversation 
this year, ACI published an apt newsletter examining the presence of political 
and democratic themes in Canadian art history. From depictions of civic life to 
portrayals of significant political events, moments, and figures, a selection of 
paintings, photography, and mixed-media works illustrates how art has served 
as a platform for both artists and communities. As the country prepared to cast 
their ballots in April, ACI reminded readers that art is deeply entwined with the 
democratic process and has the power “to witness, question, and transform our 

democratic traditions.”  

Read more in ACI’s  
The Art of Election: Landmark Moments in Canada     

LANDSCAPES ON FIRE            

In the spring, more than 130 wildfires raged on across the country. These 
devastating environmental events lead to the destruction of land and the 

displacement of communities. Each year, these wildfires seem to become more 
difficult to contain, serving as a stark reminder of the harsh effects of climate 
change. In May 2025, ACI published a newsletter illustrating how Canadian 

artists have documented and interpreted fires throughout Canadian art history. 
With this comparative selection of historical and contemporary work, ACI 

prompted readers to reflect critically on humans’ environmental impact and  
our ongoing responsibility to protect it, both in the past and present.   

Read more in ACI’s  
Smoke Signals for a Charred Earth: Landscapes of Fire in Canadian Art    

INDIGENOUS ARTISTS TO KNOW            

June 21 marks National Indigenous Peoples Day in Canada. In honour of this 
day, ACI partnered with artist, curator, and Plains Cree member of the Siksika 

Nation Gerald McMaster (b.1953) to put together a newsletter spotlighting some 
of the leading Indigenous creators in contemporary art. Through a thoughtful 

selection of artists, McMaster and ACI amplify Indigenous voices who challenge 
histories of imperialism, oppressive systems, and colonial narratives while 

centring traditional knowledge and cultural practices. Celebrating “the strength, 
resilience, and brilliance of Indigenous artists across Canada,” this feature 

illustrates how these visionaries reclaim histories and reimagine  
futures through their work. 

Read more in ACI’s  
Indigenous Artists to Know: Trailblazers and Emerging Talents 

MEMORIAL OF TOM THOMSON             

Tom Thomson (1877–1917) is a household name in Canadian art history. Thomson, 
who tragically passed away on July 8, 1917, on Canoe Lake in Algonquin Park, is 

recognized for his pioneering work with the Group of Seven and remembered for 
his great Canadian landscape paintings. In July, ACI honoured the artist’s legacy 

by looking at one of his later works, Summer Day, 1915. The thick application 
of colour, dynamic movement, and emotional resonance that characterizes 
Thomson’s work is on full display. This tribute engaged audiences widely, 
highlighting Thomson’s lasting influence on Canadian art even 108 years  

after his death.  

Learn more about Tom Thomson and Summer Day 

UPCOMING RELEASES AT ACI              

In September, ACI unveiled six forthcoming publications for the 2025–2026 
season. From in-depth biographies on artists such as Yousuf Karsh (1908–2002) 

and Hannah Maynard (1834–1918) to volumes spotlighting different artist groups, 
disciplines, events, regions, and generations, these new titles join a collection 

of books that celebrate the depth and diversity of Canada’s creative landscape. 
Published in English and French, they further ACI’s commitment to building an 
accessible digital library of Canadian art history. As the year draws to a close, 

ACI looks ahead with excitement to the next chapter of its ever-expanding 
Online Art Book Project.    

Read more in ACI’s New Season Announcement:  
Six Groundbreaking Books on Art & Artists in Canada 

CELEBRATING STUDENT  
CREATIVITY AT ART TORONTO              

This year, ACI celebrated the next generation of Canadian artists with the 
2025 Great Canadian Art Inspiration Student Challenge. This exciting initiative 
invited students from Grades 7 to 12 to create new works that take inspiration 

from Canadian artists and ACI’s Online Art Book Project and K–12 Art Education 
Program. Exploring themes of identity, memory, and activism, these young 

creators forge creative dialogues across generations, innovate, and inspire new 
perspectives. As part of ACI’s year-end review, this challenge reminds us that 
Canada’s artistic landscape must not only be preserved but also continuously 

reimagined by up-and-coming creators who engage with it.     

Read more in ACI’s Announcing the Winners of the  
2025 Great Canadian Art Inspiration Student Challenge 

ANNIE POOTOOGOOK  
RECOGNIZED BY ARTNEWS          

In April, ACI joined the art world in celebrating Inuk artist Annie Pootoogook 
(1969–2016), whose drawing Man Abusing His Partner, 2002, was named one 
of the best artworks of the twenty-first century by ARTnews. This piece marks 
a turning point in Inuit art, moving away from idealized representations of life 

in the North toward raw, emotional portrayals of the contemporary experience. 
Recognition by ARTnews, one of the world’s most respected art publications, 
affirms Pootoogook’s lasting legacy as an internationally celebrated artist. At 
the same time, her continued presence across ACI’s channels highlights her 

profound influence on Canadian art.  

Learn more about Annie Pootoogook in ARTnews     

THANK YOU TO OUR BENEFACTORS 
 

The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
government financing or public support. Our work is made possible  

by an important circle of friends, patrons, and benefactors.  
 

If you would like to support our important work,  
please see this page. 
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printed by Don Holman, 73.9 x 57.6 cm. Collection of the National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, purchased 

1990 (no. 30842). Courtesy of the National Gallery of Canada. © Estate of Greg Curnoe. [2] Cover of Norval 
Morrisseau: Life & Work by Carmen Robertson, Art Canada Institute, 2016. [4] Gary Taxali, Message from 

Canada, 2025, digital illustration. Courtesy of Gary Taxali. © Gary Taxali. [5] Cover of Kent Monkman: Life & 
Work by Shirley Madill, Art Canada Institute, 2022. [6] Cover of Jin-me Yoon: Life & Work by Ming Tiampo, Art 

Canada Institute, 2023. [7] Michael Dumontier and Neil Farber, Untitled, 2023. Courtesy of the artists. [8] Neville 
Smith, Elections Canada, 1970, photomechanical print on wove paper, 84.9 x 59.9 cm. Collection of Library and 
Archives Canada, Ottawa (3839884). Courtesy of Library and Archives Canada. [9] Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun 
Lets’lo:tseltun, Fire Landscape Painting, 2023, acrylic on canvas, 274.3 x 213.4 cm. Collection of Peabody Essex 

Museum, Salem, Massachusetts. Courtesy of Macaulay + Co. and the artist. Photo credit: Byron Dauncey. 
[10] Krystle Silverfox, Raven <Lite>, 2024, LED rope lights, dimensions variable. Courtesy of Macaulay + Co., 
Vancouver, and the artist. Photo credit: Michael Patten. [11] Tom Thomson, Summer Day, 1915, 21.6 x 26.8 cm. 

McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, Gift of Mr. R.A. Laidlaw. Courtesy of the McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection. [13] Grade 12 student Winston Li of Vancouver, British Columbia, holding his work Playing Cards.  

Courtesy of Winston Li. [14] Annie Pootoogook, 2006, photograph by Katherine Knight.
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READER FAVOURITES FROM 2025    
STORIES YOU LOVED THIS PAST YEAR  

Our Friday Newsletters  
Are Supported By You.
Art Canada Institute is 100% donor funded.  
If you like our work, please consider helping  
us by making a donation.

Looking at the newsletters and social media posts you liked most.    

Greg Curnoe, America, July 1989, National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa.

FOLLOW ACI ON INSTAGRAM 
for more on great art in Canada

SEE MORE
@artcaninstitute
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