
 
 

As we step into 2026, we offer a look at Canadian artists 
whose work is capturing our attention. With practices 
spanning textile, painting, installation, and multimedia, these 
creators are infusing contemporary art with bold ideas and 
renewed energy. Rooted in cultural and personal histories, 

their work pushes the boundaries of identity, memory, and 
tradition in surprising and resonant ways. Their growing 

visibility—through major acquisitions, national awards, brand 
collaborations, and critical acclaim—marks their careers as ones to watch. 

Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

HANGAMA AMIRI            

Afghan Canadian artist Hangama Amiri (b.1989) creates 
richly layered textile compositions that honour the intimacy, 
resilience, and everyday solidarities of Afghan women. 
Working with muslin, silk, velvet, and other evocative 
materials, she transforms fabric into narrative spaces where 

memory, cultural identity, and personal history intertwine. 
In works such as Women Chatting, 2023, Amiri demonstrates 
her remarkable ability to build complex meaning through 

materiality—inviting viewers into scenes that are both deeply personal and 
profoundly communal. A 2025 Sobey Art Award finalist for the Atlantic region, 
with her work featured in the accompanying exhibition at the National Gallery of 
Canada, Amiri has a growing national profile, solidifying her position as a major 
artist to watch in 2026. 

Learn more about Hangama Amiri     

JINNY YU              

In 2024, Jinny Yu (b.1976) presented a major solo exhibition, 
Jinny Yu: at once, at the Art Gallery of Ontario—an important 
milestone that affirmed her standing as one of Canada’s most 
compelling contemporary painters. Yu has continued to gain 
national recognition for her incisive explorations of spatial 

perception, abstraction, and the politics of looking. She 
was a standout at this year’s Art Toronto, where her painting 
Superposition 25-03, 2025, was acquired by the McMichael 

Canadian Art Collection. With her exhibition Jinny Yu: The world is burning and 
I am painting running to mid-February at the Dunlop Art Gallery in Regina, Yu’s 
momentum shows no sign of slowing—her star will only continue to rise in 2026. 

Learn more about Jinny Yu     

HALEY BASSETT               

Calgary-based Métis artist Haley Bassett (b.1991) is emerging 
as a vital creative voice known for her powerful fusion 
of theory, craft, and material experimentation. Since 
graduating from the Alberta University of the Arts, she has 
exhibited nationally and internationally, earning recognition 
for pushing textile practice into bold conceptual territory. 

In 2025, Bassett was a finalist for both the William and 
Meredith Saunderson Prize and the Salt Spring National Art 

Prize, further underscoring her growing prominence. Her work Hunter-Seneca-
Root-Gatherer, 2025, was recently acquired by the McMichael Canadian Art 
Collection—a significant institutional endorsement of her practice. With her 
profile rapidly rising, Bassett’s impact on contemporary textile and Indigenous 
feminist art will only continue to expand in 2026.  

Learn more about Haley Bassett      

CHUKWUDUBEM UKAIGWE               

Artist Chukwudubem Ukaigwe (b.1995) is known for work that 
probes migration, identity, and the African diaspora through 
layered, experimental forms. His practice bridges global 
aesthetics and local histories, bringing material invention 
into dialogue with questions of memory, displacement, 

and cultural transmission. In Untitled (Windrush 1), 2023, 
kaleidoscopic patterns collide with archival photographs to 
connect past and present, creating a charged space of semiotic 
tension and historical resonance. Ukaigwe’s work was featured 

in BLACK PRAIRIES at Regina’s Dunlop Art Gallery this year, and he was also a 
Sobey Art Award finalist (Prairies)—further proof of the growing influence of  
this compelling contemporary voice.  

Learn more about Chukwudubem Ukaigwe  

TANIA WILLARD               

Secwépemc and settler multimedia artist Tania Willard (b.1977) 
is a defining figure in contemporary Indigenous art. Winner 
of the 2025 Sobey Art Award, Willard brings Secwépemc 
language, land-based teachings, and intergenerational 
knowledge into a compelling contemporary visual 

vocabulary that has shaped how audiences and institutions 
across Canada understand Indigenous relations with the 
land. Her acclaimed public artwork We Know the Land and 

the Land Knows Us / R Tmicw Tsxestelt ell Tselxstem r Tmicw, 2023, transforms 
a traditional storage basket into a monumental spray-painted structure—an 
intervention that links care, memory, and cultural responsibility to the urban 
environment. Willard’s practice continues to influence a wide spectrum of  
artists and thinkers, marking her as an essential voice whose impact will only 
deepen in the years ahead.   

Learn more about Tania Willard      

TARRALIK DUFFY            

Inuk multimedia artist Tarralik Duffy (b.1979) offers a sharp, 
witty, and incisive take on contemporary Inuit life, blending 
Pop art aesthetics with cultural commentary to illuminate 
the textures of northern experience. Her work Mother’s Milk, 
2023, examines motherhood, heritage, and intergenerational 
knowledge, highlighting the central role of maternal bonds 

within Inuit communities. In this homage to evaporated 
milk—a staple shaped by geography and colonial supply 

chains—Duffy layers humour with pointed critique, revealing how everyday 
objects carry deep cultural weight. In 2025, she had a major solo exhibition at 
Saskatoon’s Remai Modern gallery, affirming her significance on the national 
stage. A 2025 Sobey Art Award finalist (Circumpolar region) and recipient 
of the 2021 Kenojuak Ashevak Memorial Award, Duffy is a defining voice in 
contemporary Inuit art. 

Learn more about Tarralik Duffy   

NELSON WHITE            

Newfoundland-based Mi’kmaq painter Nelson White 
(b.1975) celebrates contemporary Indigenous life in Modern 
Family, 2023. This work—showing White’s cousin, artist 
Jordan Bennett; Bennett’s wife, Amy Malbeuf; and their 
children against a vibrant patterned background—was 

inspired by Mi’kmaq design. Through scale and a sense 
of monumentality, everyday Indigenous life is portrayed 
as worthy of the attention traditionally reserved for grand 

European historical narratives. In 2025, White was longlisted for both the 
Kingston Prize and the Sobey Art Award. He is the winner of the 2022 VANL 
CARFAC Excellence in Visual Arts Milestone Award and was the 2020 ArtsNL 
Artist of the Year. 

Learn more about Nelson White     

JOI T. ARCAND             

Joi T. Arcand (b.1982) is a Nêhiyaw (Cree) artist from 
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation whose artistic practice explores 
language, identity, and Indigenous futurity. Her work namoya 
kâ-ocawâsimisicik okâwisak #1, “Joi’s Terrible Idea,” 2025, 
was a highlight at Art Toronto, where it was acquired by the 

National Gallery of Canada. In this piece, Arcand engages 
with language revitalization and cultural preservation through 
humour and critical reflection. Anchored in the public 

insertion of Cree syllabics, Arcand’s practice reclaims visual and linguistic space 
in contemporary art. She was shortlisted for the Sobey Art Award in 2018 and 
received the ohpinamake Prize for Indigenous Artists in 2024. 

Learn more about Joi T. Arcand     

CLAIRE DRUMMOND                

Montreal-based painter Claire Drummond (b.1993), winner 
of the 2025 Joseph Plaskett Award, has quickly become an 
important force in Canadian painting. Her deeply personal 
work explores maternity, care, and identity, often through 
self-portraits and portraits of “m(others),” a term she uses to 

encompass queer and non-binary caregivers—challenging 
lingering assumptions that domestic life is apolitical. In 
works such as Like the thud of a great beast stamping, 2025, 

Drummond uses expressive brushwork, repeated figures, and intentionally 
unfinished forms to capture the fragmented, interrupted rhythms of parenting, 
revealing its emotional and physical demands, particularly for artists. Her rising 
visibility and increasingly influential practice position her as a painter reshaping 
contemporary figurative art in Canada. 

Learn more about Claire Drummond     

GAYLE UYAGAQI KABLOONA                 

Inuk multidisciplinary artist Gayle Uyagaqi Kabloona (b.1986) is 
rapidly gaining national recognition for work that merges bold 
colour, contemporary form, and Inuit visual traditions. Return 
of the Sun, 2024, recently acquired by Global Affairs Canada, 
extends the artistic legacy of her great-grandmother, Jessie 

Oonark (1906–1985), embodying a lineage that shapes her 
vibrant reinterpretations of Inuit motifs. Kabloona’s practice 
bridges past and present, expanding Inuit cultural expression 
through high-profile commissions for Google Pixel, Canada 

Goose, the National Arts Centre, and Canada Post. Shortlisted for the 2023 
Kenojuak Ashevak Memorial Award and longlisted again this year, she continues 
to attract significant institutional interest, with a recent acquisition by the 
Gardiner Museum in Toronto.

Learn more about Gayle Uyagaqi Kabloona     

ELAINE STOCKI                  

Winnipeg-born, Los Angeles–based artist Elaine Stocki (b.1979) 
creates richly textured abstractions that combine paint, 
textiles, and layered materials. In Angel of Death, Perched 
2025, which was recently acquired by the National Gallery 
of Canada, she transforms surfaces into tactile, immersive 

environments where tension, depth, and the interplay of 
materials evoke both fragility and intensity. Her practice has 
earned major awards, including the Tierney Fellowship (2009), 

the Canada Council Photography Prize (2018), and the Sharpe-Walentas Studio 
Program Award (2023–24). 

Learn more about Elaine Stocki     

RENÉE CONDO                   

Montreal-based Mi’kmaq artist Renée Condo (b.1979) crafts 
wooden-bead compositions that bridge ancestral knowledge 
and contemporary abstraction. Plu’jaqama’tieg (a), 2025, 
recently acquired by the University of Toronto, draws from 
Mi’kmaq cosmology and the concept of interconnectedness, 

transforming everyday materials into metaphors for relational 
worlds. A recipient of major scholarships, including the 
Concordia Merit Scholarship (2019) and the Indspire Building 

Brighter Futures Bursary (2020), and longlisted for the Sobey Art Award (2023), 
Condo continues to expand the terrain of Indigenous material practices. 

Learn more about Renée Condo      

TREVOR WHEATLEY  
AND COSMO DEAN                    

Toronto-based collaborators Trevor Wheatley (b.1989) and 
Cosmo Dean (b.1990) fuse design, advertising, and street 
art into sculptural works of language and signage. Recently 
purchased by a corporate collection, End-To-End-To, 2024, 
takes the form of a swirling, tornado-like vortex of mirror-

shaped pictograms—including horses, eight balls, flags, and 
dice—and text. The reflective surface folds the surrounding 
environment back into the work, heightening a sense of 
motion while underscoring how information, images, and signs 

circulate in public space. Known for their high-profile commissions with brands 
such as Nike, Stüssy, Google, and YouTube, Wheatley and Dean continue to 
shape the evolving intersection of contemporary art and design.  

Learn more about Trevor Wheatley and Cosmo Dean    
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The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
government financing or public support. Our work is made possible  

by an important circle of friends, patrons, and benefactors.  
 

If you would like to support our important work,  
please see this page. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Credits: [1] Hangama Amiri, Women Chatting, 2023, muslin, cotton, chiffon, silk, polyester, velvet, 
suede, leather, and denim, 188 x 227.3 cm. Royal Bank of Canada. © Hangama Amiri. Photo: Chris Gardner, 

Courtesy of Cooper Cole, Toronto. [2] Jinny Yu, Superposition 25-03, 2025, oil on aluminum, 152.4 x 139.7 cm. 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, Ontario. Courtesy of the artist and Nicholas Metivier Gallery, 

Toronto. © Jinny Yu. [3] Haley Bassett, Hunter-Seneca-Root-Gatherer, 2025, worn work gloves, vintage and 
contemporary seed beads, cotton twill, imitation sinew, thread, cotton, 22.9 x 24.1 x 2.5 cm. Courtesy of the 

McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, Ontario. © Haley Bassett. [4] Chukwudubem Ukaigwe, Untitled 
(Windrush 1), 2023, oil paint and gel image transfer on canvas, 122 x 122 cm. Courtesy of the artist and Catriona 

Jeffries, Vancouver. © Chukwudubem Ukaigwe. [5] Tania Willard, We Know the Land and the Land Knows Us / R 
Tmicw Tsxestelt ell Tselxstem r Tmicw, 2023, spray paint on board, 244 × 244 × 244 cm. Collection of the Whyte 

Museum of the Canadian Rockies, Banff, Alberta. Installation view, Cave and Basin National Historic Site, 
Banff, Alberta, 2023. © Tania Willard. Photo: Courtesy of Tania Willard. [6] Tarralik Duffy, Mother’s Milk, 2023, 
digital drawing, dimensions variable. Courtesy of the artist. © Tarralik Duffy. [7] Nelson White, Modern Family, 

2024, oil on canvas, 91.4 x 121.9 cm. Courtesy of the artist. © Nelson White. [8] Joi T. Arcand, namoya kâ-
ocawâsimisicik okâwisak #1, “Joi’s Terrible Idea,” 2025, pigment ink on cotton rag, 101.6 x 139.7 cm. Collection 

of the National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa. Courtesy of the artist and Central Art Garage, Ottawa. © Joi T. 
Arcand. [9] Claire Drummond, Like the thud of a great beast stamping, 2025, oil on paper mounted on wood 

panel, 83.8 x 121.3 cm. © Claire Drummond. Photo: Marc Bider. [10] Gayle Uyagaqi Kabloona, Return of the Sun, 
2024, felt and thread. Collection of Global Affairs Canada Visual Art. Courtesy of the artist. © Gayle Uyagaqi 

Kabloona. [11] Elaine Stocki, Angel of Death, Perched 2025, watercolour and oil on stitched linen and silk, 
172.7 × 129.5 cm. Collection of the National Gallery of Canada. Courtesy of the artist. © Elaine Stocki. [12] Renée 
Condo, Plu’jaqama’tieg (a), 2025, wood beads, acrylic paint, epoxy on wood panel, 182.9 × 152.4 cm. Collection 

of the University of Toronto. © Renée Condo. [13] Trevor Wheatley and Cosmo Dean, End-To-End-To, 2024. 
Private collection. © Trevor Wheatley and Cosmo Dean.
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