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As spring arrives, new gallery and museum programming 
brings a sense of anticipation for the season ahead. 
The upcoming and recently opened exhibitions in this 
week’s newsletter caught our attention with pieces that 
move across memory, community, and the expressive 

possibilities of form. Featured artists work in sculpture, 
painting, textile-based practices, abstraction, and research-

informed approaches, reflecting the richness of Canada’s 
contemporary and historical artistic voices. Together, these shows highlight 
technical experimentation and versatile storytelling as daylight lengthens and 
the season shifts.

Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

TANIA WILLARD: PHOTOLITHICS
March 7 to May 24, 2026

Polygon Gallery, North Vancouver

Tania Willard, Anthro(a)pologizing, 2018, collection of First Peoples’  
Heritage, Language and Culture Council.

The most extensive solo exhibition to date by Tania Willard (b. 1977),  
winner of the 2025 Sobey Art Award, Photolithics spans a decade of the  

artist’s work, highlighting her sustained engagement with photography as both 
an instrument of colonization and a medium for decolonial inquiry. Drawing on 
her Secwépemc and settler-Scottish ancestry, Willard’s practice considers how 
images shape relationships to territory and community. In Anthro(a)pologizing, 

2018, she critically reorients anthropology’s extractive histories, positioning 
apology as an ongoing, collective responsibility grounded in  

land and resurgence.

Learn more

NINGIUKULU TEEVEE:  
STORIES FROM KINNGAIT

Opening May 2, 2026
Winnipeg Art Gallery—Qaumajuq

Ningiukulu Teevee, ᓂᒋᐅᑯᓗ ᑎᕕ, Shaman Revealed, 2007,  
Art in Practice Collection of Cholakis Dental Group.

Curated by Darlene Wight, this exhibition at the Winnipeg Art Gallery–
Qaumajuq takes a close look at Ningiukulu Teevee (b.1963), who weaves Inuit 
knowledge, memory, and observations of everyday life into scenes where past 
and present coexist. In describing her piece Shaman Revealed, 2007, based on 

a Kiviuq story about a woman who turns into a fox, Teevee noted, “I wanted 
to show how people could change from one thing to another but still be the 

same person.” Ningiukulu Teevee: Stories from Kinngait will be on view at the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery–Qaumajuq this spring.

Learn more

ELEVEN PAINTERS START A WAR
February 28 to June 7, 2026

Beaverbrook Art Gallery, Fredericton

Tom Hodgson, Light & Shade, 1956, collection of Jens Thielsen.

Eleven Painters Start a War at the Beaverbrook Art Gallery revisits the 
history of the Toronto-based collective Painters Eleven. Formed in 1953 to 
promote abstraction in Canadian painting, the group included such famed 
artists as Jack Bush (1909–1977), Oscar Cahén (1916–1956), and Kazuo 
Nakamura (1926–2002). Together they demanded that viewers see things 
differently. Their non-representational paintings challenged conservative 

exhibition culture through experimentation with colour, gesture, and form, 
waging a sustained artistic assault—termed a “war” at the time— 

on complacency, outmoded ideas, and intolerance.

Learn more

 

 
ELIZABETH WYN WOOD

Opening April 25, 2026
Art Gallery of Ontario

Elizabeth Wyn Wood, Northern Island, c.1927, Art Gallery of Ontario.

Drawn from the Art Gallery of Ontario’s own collection, this exhibition 
celebrates the work of sculptor Elizabeth Wyn Wood (1903–1966) and explores 

her engagement with simplified natural forms and modernist figuration. 
Known for using carving techniques that emphasize rhythmic surface detail 
and material presence, Wyn Wood sought a balance between abstraction 
and recognizable form. The exhibition includes three recent acquisitions, 

including two nude figures floating in celestial landscapes, tracing the artist’s 
contribution to twentieth-century Canadian sculpture and design.

Learn more

SCOTIABANK PHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARD: DAWIT L. PETROS

May 6 to August 1, 2026
The Image Centre, Toronto

Dawit L. Petros, Colourscape, Coordinate #5 (Dakar, Senegal), 2012, courtesy of the artist.

Over the past two decades, Montreal-based artist Dawit L. Petros (b.1972)  
has developed a rigorous, research-driven practice that interrogates 
the visual legacies of colonialism. This exhibition brings together more 
than eighty photographs, serigraphs, and books to trace his sustained 
examination of colonial histories spanning Africa, Europe, and North 
America. Using archival materials, abstraction, and vivid colour, Petros 
challenges photography’s documentary authority while probing issues  

of migration, displacement, and belonging to highlight the enduring  
impact of imperialism on contemporary visual culture.

Learn more

MĪGISAK MĪGOHK / BEADS IN 
THE BLOOD: A RUTH CUTHAND 

RETROSPECTIVE
February 21 to May 24, 2026

Art Gallery of Hamilton

Ruth Cuthand, Panic Attack, 2021, collection of Francesca Patterson and Peter Rozee.

The retrospective exhibition mīgisak mīgohk / Beads in the Blood traces 
the career of Saskatchewan-based artist Ruth Cuthand (b.1954), whose 

multidisciplinary practice encompasses painting, drawing, photography, 
and printmaking. This show highlights her beadwork, which she has used 

to explore colonization, conventional medicine, and social issues that affect 
Indigenous Peoples. In her Brain Scan series, she uses intricate beading to 
reproduce MRI scans, often of people with depression, PTSD, and other 
mental health challenges. By translating medical imagery into material 
compositions, Cuthand shows how colonial, social, and cultural histories  

are carried within body, memory, and craft-based form.

Learn more

FRESH AIR: NEW  
ACQUISITIONS IN CONTEXT

April 11 to July 5, 2026
McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg

Ben Reeves, Foragers, 2022, McMichael Canadian Art Collection.

Spring’s arrival often invites renewal, and in that spirit, the McMichael  
brings its newly acquired works into dialogue with the collection’s historical 
holdings, highlighting the evolving character of Canadian art. Among the 
recent additions is Foragers, 2022, a work by Vancouver-based artist Ben 
Reeves (b.1969) that reflects contemporary approaches to materiality and 
observation. Throughout the exhibition, new acquisitions are shown alongside 

established works, revealing how collecting practices shape artistic  
narratives in Canadian art history.

Learn more

DYANI WHITE HAWK:  
LOVE LANGUAGE

April 25 to October 4, 2026
Remai Modern, Saskatoon

Dyani White Hawk (Sičáŋǧu Lakota), Walk with Me, 2024, Gochman Family Collection.

Multidisciplinary artist Dyani White Hawk (b.1976) explores abstraction as a 
living visual and cultural language. Her work is a combination of Lakota artistic 
traditions and contemporary painting, and it considers relationships between 

material knowledge, memory, and Indigenous artistic sovereignty. Layered 
surfaces, geometric structures, and colour evoke community and land-based 
continuity. The exhibition is arranged in four sections—See, Honour, Nurture, 

and Celebrate—as an homage to Indigenous value systems.

Learn more

MONTREAL 1976: AN OLYMPIC FEAT
March 27 to September 13, 2026

McCord Stewart Museum, Montreal

Games of the XXI Olympiad Montréal 1976—Panorama [of the]  
Opening Ceremony, 1976, McCord Stewart Museum.

With the recent Olympic Games still on our minds, the McCord Stewart 
Museum invites us to reflect on Canada’s first Olympic moment fifty years 

ago. Montreal 1976: An Olympic Feat commemorates the 1976 Summer Games 
through a selection of uniforms, posters, cartoons, photographs, and other 
artifacts. This retrospective explores not just athletic achievement but also 
the behind-the-scenes politics and preparations that shaped the Games. It’s a 
complex look at urban transformation, national pride, and a complicated legacy 

that has continued to influence Montreal’s identity over the past half century.

Learn more

SHARY BOYLE: HOW WE ARE
February 14 to May 10, 2026

Art Gallery of Hamilton

Shary Boyle, White Elephant, 2021, Art Gallery of Hamilton.

Imagined creatures, shifting bodies, and stories that feel both familiar 
and otherworldly come together in Shary Boyle: How We Are. The work of 

multidisciplinary artist Shary Boyle (b.1972) encompasses sculpture, drawing, and 
narrative form. Her porcelain sculptures, such as White Elephant, 2021, centre 
on myth-making, collective memory, and the fragility of social and historical 
narratives. The idea of a “white elephant” as something beautiful but burdensome 
is central to Boyle’s practice, which uses surreal figuration to explore how 
meaning is carried within both fragile materials and shared cultural stories.

Learn more

HELEN MCNICOLL: 
AN IMPRESSIONIST JOURNEY

May 8 to October 12, 2026
National Gallery of Canada

Helen McNicoll, The Chintz Sofa, 1913, private collection.

One of Canada’s most important Impressionist artists, Helen McNicoll (1879–
1915) was widely admired for her mastery of light and her ability to capture 

everyday surroundings. This exhibition features more than eighty of her works, 
including carefully observed scenes of interior spaces like The Chintz Sofa, 

1913, as well as sketchbooks and other archival materials. Together, the works 
highlight McNicoll’s unique contribution to Impressionism and her nuanced 
portrayal of women’s lives and experiences in the early twentieth century.

Learn more

HANGAMA AMIRI: PARTING /قارف
February 25 to April 11, 2026

Art Museum at the University of Toronto

Hangama Amiri, Man with Vase of Tulips, 2024, courtesy of the artist.

In a practice shaped by her Afghan cultural heritage, Hangama Amiri (b.1989) 
draws on craft traditions, memory, and domestic imagery to create works 
that explore intimacy alongside experiences of displacement and cultural 

belonging. This show focuses on emotional and geographic separation, using 
patterned pictorial space and symbolic still-life forms to reflect migration, 
memory, and human connection. Through careful surface detail and quiet 
narrative suggestion, Amiri’s work holds personal experience and collective 

history in simultaneous view.

Learn more
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Reeves. [9] Dyani White Hawk (Sičáŋǧu Lakota), Walk with Me, 2024, acrylic, rhinestone chain on canvas,  
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XXI Olympiad Montréal 1976—Panorama [of the] Opening Ceremony, 1976. Gift of the Organizing Committee 
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243.8 x 127 x 144.8 cm (installed). Art Gallery of Hamilton. © Shary Boyle. [12] Helen McNicoll, The Chintz Sofa, 
1913, oil on canvas, 81.3 × 99.1 cm. Private collection, Thornhill, Ontario. [13] Hangama Amiri, Man with Vase  
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of the artist and T293, Rome. Photo by Blaine Campbell. © Hangama Amiri.

Dawit L. Petros, Colourscape, Coordinate #5 (Dakar, Senegal), 2012, courtesy of the artist.
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